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I.

INTRODUCTION
In 2011 the Karnataka Forest Department launched the Tree Park project to create and

or to develop lung space by increasing green cover across Karnataka. The main goal of the
Tree Park project is to educate the public about different species of trees and their
significance in nature as well as in our lives. Tree parks also provide an additional protection
from encroachment as these forest lands are near urban habitat.
As part of protecting precious forest land from encroachment and to educate people
about trees and nature the Tree Park Project has been taken up in ‘Duggappana Katte’ of
Kalasa range.
Kalasa is a holy temple town, and a tourist spot located in Chikkamagalur district in
Karnataka. Kalasa is home to the Kalaseshwara temple dedicated to lord Shiva and is located
on the banks of the Bhadra River and Matha Annapurneshwari temple is situated in Hornadu
at about 8 kms from Kalasa. Geographically, kalasa is surrounded by the Bhadra river on the
three sides with the Duggappana Katte hill at the south. Viewed from an altitude, the town
resembles a pot, hence the name. The Kalaseshwara temple is located at the base of this hill.
The tree park at Duggappana Katte, spread across 45 acres of land in survey number 641
of Mavinkere village just adjacent to Kottigehara Kalasa main road. It is located at N 13°
14.202` Latitude and E 075° 22.058` Longitutde with elevation of 892 mtrs. It is at a distance
of 130kms from Mangalore city, 95 kms from Mangalore air port, 86 kms from
Chikkamagalur.
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Particulars
Name of Town/Village
Distance from the City/ Town
for which the Tree-Park is
proposed
Assembly Constituency
Total area of Tree-Park
GPS location

Details
Mavinakere Village, Kalasa
1 Km

Mudigere Legislative Assembly Constituency
14-00 Ha.
N 13° 14.202`
E 75° 22.058`

JUSTIFICATION FOR SITE SELECTION:
Although Kalasa is pilgrimage spot, it abounds in several tourist attractions such as water
spots and of late, private resorts. As there is huge flow of tourists throughout the year the
Tree Park at Duggappana Katte provides an ideal place to relax and learn about trees and
nature.
The area has already planted twice, In the year 1980 the hill is planted with Acacia and in the
year 2000 with miscellaneous tree species. As the area already has Accacia plantation, which
can be converted into natural forest by planting Western ghat species there by improving
biodiversity and habitat for avifauna.
The area attracts many birds apart from being habitat to fauna. Scenic environment with
chirping sounds of bird’s, cool environment provide perfect setting for the locals to unwind
themselves from the busy chores of life and use this area for morning and evening walks.
The place also draws school childrens, it would be a nature learning centre for schools and
colleges of Kalasa and surrounding villages and a good place for picnic.
In 2007 a watch tower at Duggappana Katte have been developed by the department and
handed over to the VFC for maintenance on sustainable basis with provision to charge the
visiting tourists. The local peoples and tourists were already familiar with this place and by
providing certain facility to visitors would earn a lot of good will by public to department
which would help support for conservation initiatives of the department.
The hilly site provides opportunity for lying nature trails, which can be used for nature
appreciation walk for visitors.
Near this site there are several tourist places such Horanadu temple, Kyathanamakki,
Kudremukh National park, Abbugudige falls, Ranijery, Ballalarayanadurga, Merthigudda
etc.Since the land is near the town there is a pressure for utilizing it for different
developmental works it is necessary to take up tree park project as the site has all the
characters which fulfil the objectives of establishing a tree park.
Apart from above,
• It is an opportunity for Forest department to provide the visitors a system for learning
and appreciating nature.
•

Providing certain facilities to the visitors would earn a lot of good will from public to
Department which would help support for conservation initiatives of the Department.

•

As the site is situated near to the town, it would draw good crowd especially families.

•

It would be a nature learning centre for the schools and colleges of Kalasa town.

•

The site provides opportunity for laying nature trails which could be used for nature
appreciation walk for students and other visitors

•

The area has Acacia plantation which can be converted slowly in to natural forest with
native and medical species thereby improving bio diversity and habitat for avifauna.

•

The site is also perfect place for recreation as there is ample scope for developing
children’s park. The site is also perfect place for morning joggers and walkers and
practicing yoga.

•

Near to this site, there are several tourist places such as Horanadu Temple,
Kyathanamakki,

Kudremukh

National

Park,

Abbugudige

Falls,

Ranijery,

Ballalarayanadurga, Merthigudda.
Implementation of this project by establishing “Tree Park” will not only ensure the
protection and sustainable development of the lung space of the town but also systematize the
unregulated usage of the area by visitors. The establishment of “Tree Park” would go a long
way in creating awareness among visitors with regard to western Ghats tree species,
medicinal plants and birds there by inculcating conservation ethics in them

II.

LOCATION

a) Location map:
Duggappanakatteis situated near Kalasa town over a distance of 1.5 KmState Highway 268
leads from Kottigehara to Padubidre
It is accessible from Mangaluru city (130
Km),Mangaluru airport (95 Km).It is 8 Kmto Horanadu and 70 Kmto Sringeri. Other nearby
places are Kudredremukh (22 Km), Balehonnur (36 Km), Koppa (70 Km), Chikmagluru (94
Km), Shivamogga(130 Km) and Udupi (115 Km)

SATELLITE VIEW OF TREE PARK SITE

a) Surveyed Sketch:

ASSETS ALREADY CREATED
IN TREE PARK
1. Protection of the area- Fencing
For the protection of the area from illegal entry and to control entry of cattle in to the
park,fencing with Barbed wire has been taken up, and cattle trap has been established at
the entrance gate. The fencing would also provide necessary protection to the seedlings in
the area.

2. Creation of Tree Zone:
As the majority of the area is already covered by Acacia plantation, salvaging of the dead
and fallen trees has been taken up.Miscellaneous species like Dhoopa, Neralu, Halasu,
Mahagany species raised in 10x16 bags planted in 0.75m3 pits and managed intensively
through watering and application of manure.

3. Entrance Gate:
A beautiful high quality gate entrance is constructed which will add to the beauty of this
project and will be a tourist attraction.

4. Ticket Counter:
Ticket counter has been constructed adjacent to entrance gate.

5. Formation of Walking path:
The whole area is criss crossed by the nature trails, which are basically
walking paths connecting Children park, 900 meters of walking path has been
already created. Along with this300 meters of criss cross walking path has been
proposed to be executed during the year 2018-19.

6. Construction of Paragola:
Paragola constructed for visitors for relaxation.

Also old Paragola has been renovated.

7. Children Activity Zone:
As the area is at present visited by lot of children, it is proposed to create a Children
activity zone. Mild adventure activity items will be installed which can be performed
without any tutor or guide. Also, children play items has been installed to attract the
children.

8. Signage:
Descriptive signature boards that explain about the richness of the flora, fauna has
been fixed.
9. Providing Public amenities:
The people visiting the area has been provided with certain amenities like restrooms,
drinking water, benches, In the park area there are few trees which provide
necessary shade for visitors. Hence, sit outs around the trees are constructed
Dustbins installed at various points inside the park so as to maintain cleanliness and
hygiene lighting in the paths, etc.

